WTS Graduation Hike Form
Complete each item in this form, adding pages as needed, and give a copy to your senior instructor. Your senior may have a format they prefer. Select a planning coordinator, several route planners, and assignments for other tasks. Respect the capacity of your group. See next page for route plan example. Refer to Chapters 8–Map and Compass Field Day and 17–Graduation Hike.

Senior Instructor _________________ Group Number ____ Date of Hike ___________

Destination _______________________ Map _________________ County _________

Which instructor(s) have done hike before? ___________________________________

Task List: (Complete this section on a separate sheet.)

	Routefinding should use each of these skills: ( Follow terrain, ( Follow a bearing, 

( Follow a trail (maximum 50% of trip, trail may not show on map).

	Road, trail, wildfire, or wildlife closures; fire restrictions; hunting season?

	Maps: 
(Trail (Topo (Satellite (Slope
	Role rotation for each leg

	Meeting time and location
	Elevation at trailhead, destination, gain 

	Directions to trailhead parking (distribute)
	Hike distance

	Mileage and drive time to trailhead
	CMC Trip Difficulty Rating 

	Car pool set up, driver communications
	Weather & lightning forecast, sunset 

	Coffee or restroom stop
	Post-hike celebration 

	Expected duration
	Overdue contact(s) with trip plan 

	Turnaround time
	Ranger or sheriff phone (for emergency)

	Escape route
	Nearest urgent care or hospital 


Terrain you expect to encounter: 
	( On-trail 

( Off-trail

( Exposure (to falling)
	( Boulder field 

( Slab rock

( Scree      ( Talus
	( Underbrush/Timber 

( Stream crossing 

( Willows or Marsh
	( Tundra

( Snow


Skills you expect to use:
	Leadership & Teamwork
	Navigation
	Fundamentals
	Travel Techniques

	( Coordination & planning

( Front/rear leader duties

( Sustainable pace for all 

( Observe teammates for fatigue or difficulties

( Group dynamics during hike
	( Orientation

( Routefinding

( Follow trail

( Follow terrain

( Follow a bearing

( Pacing

( Determining distance & elevation
	( Gear 

( Nutrition 

( Weather awareness

( Leave No Trace

( Knots

( ESP/Survival

( Medical Emergency 
	( Rhythm breathing

( Rest step

( Ice ax use 

( Kick step

( Plunge step

( Postholing

( Self-arrest

( Glissade


Note: Please do NOT contact any ranger or park official individually.

The CMC Program Coordinator arranges all CMC school and trip permissions and restrictions on public lands. We may have negotiated exceptions to their published regulations with their designated official that are unknown to the person answering the phone. Ask an instructor for any details needed for trip-planning.

Graduation Hike Route Planning Example

This example table may help you get started. Your senior may have a format they prefer.. List the attributes of each leg of your route (including return route): manner of travel, how you’ll measure distance, and fail-safe features.

	Leg
	Skill
	Roles
	Start
	Manner
	Dist
	Destination
	Fail-Safe

	1
	On-Trail
	Ldr- Sally

RLdr - Joe
	TH at north parking lot
	West on Meadow Trail
	0.5 mi
	Junction with Deer Trail
	Sharp bend in trail

	2
	Follow terrain
	Ldr- Kent

RLdr- Sam
	Meadow-Deer Trail junction
	Follow streambed
	0.6 mi
	Slope flattens out
	Outcrop

	3
	Follow bearing
	Ldr- Brian

RLdr- Meg
	Flat area 
	85( magnetic
	0.3 mi
	Intersection with 15( bearing on Sheep Peak
	Terrain descends

	4
	View summit 
	Ldr- Lara

RLdr- Kay
	At designated bearing
	Easiest route up slope
	250 ft
	Summit
	Terrain descends

	5
	Etc., Continue planning route back to trailhead.


